314         THE THIRTIETH OF JANUARY

1649 the room, but Charles only said that it was remarkable ; he was more concerned about his clothes, which were black (but not mourning), and he put on the George and the Garter riband. u This is my second marriage day," he said. " I would be as trim to-day as may be, for before night I hope to be espoused to my blessed Jesus." Presently Juxon arrived to pray with him and read the lesson of the day, and a little later Hacker knocked at the door and bade him get ready to go to Whitehall.

In the bitter morning, attended by Juxon and Herbert and a guard of halberdiers, the king walked across the park, briskly, as was his custom. He arrived at Whitehall about ten o'clock. There was no chance of talk on the way, for drums beat continually. At Whitehall he received the sacrament from Juxon and was allowed to rest in a bedchamber for some hours, while parliament was passing an act to forbid the proclamation of any successor. He was offered a meal but refused; the bishop, however, warned him that he might faint in the cold, so he ate a crust of bread and drank a glass of claret.

About half-past one Hacker summoned him to die. He walked to the Banqueting House through the Whitehall galleries which were lined with spectators; most of them were praying, and the guards did not forbid them, " seeming by their silence and dejected faces afflicted rather than insulting." From one of the windows he stepped out on to the scaffold.1 This was railed in, and it and the railings were covered with black cloth. In the centre was the low block. Charles's refusal to plead had led to the fear that he might resist at the last moment, so staples had been fixed in the floor so that if necessary he might be held down by ropes. By the block lay the axe, brought from the Tower, perhaps the very one which had been used at Strafford's death, and beside it stood two masked men, dressed in close-fitting tunics, rough-looking fellows like sailors or butchers, one of them

1 Generally taken o/s the middle window, but see Muddiman, op. cit,. 139.42,